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The Zend-Avesta, Part I: The Vendidad, pp. 91, 181 ff., 1861f., translated by James Darmesteter, TreSacredianwn 10
.Books of the Bast, ed. F. Max Muller vol. IV Oxford 1830
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Cleanthes, of our school, said that conceptions of the gods have been formed in men’s
minds for four reasons [...] The fourth and chief cause was the regularity of the motion
of the heavens, and the individuality, usefulness, beauty, and order of the sun, the
moon, and all the stars. The mere sight of these things, he said, was proof enough that
they are not products of accident. Just as, if someone enters a house, a gymnasium or a
forum, when he sees the controlled methodical pattern of all that goes on he cannot
think that these things happen without cause, but understands that there is someone in
charge who is obeyed, much more must he, in the case of these great motions and
phases and of the orderings of things so numerous and immense, none of which has
ever been reported otherwise by a tradition of measureless antiquity, conclude that it is
by some mind that these great motions of nature are controlled.15
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A chain of caused motions must have had a beginning [...] therefore the first motion
[...] must be self-caused. But self-caused motion is a property of life (soul, psyche) and
nothing else. The originator of motion must then be soul, and the regularity of the
cosmic motions leaves no doubt that, even if bad or irrational souls exist, the soul in
supreme control is rational and good.16
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Carbridge 1987, pp. 323-34
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Lucretius, De RerumNaturg, ed Cyril Bailey, vol. 1, Oxford 1947, pp. 433440 .18 |V



